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Echoing the US government's stance, Alex Kamugisha, Minister of
Health in charge of primary health, said Uganda had adopted the ABC
strategy more than 20 years ago - long before the US began funding
abstinence programmes.

"For younger primary school children, the appropriate thing is to focus
on abstinence, but later we teach them all the ways to avoid contracting
the disease, including the use of condoms," he said.

Health officials are beginning to wonder whether the recent stagnation in
prevalence rates is the result of pouring too much money into HIV/AIDS
treatment and not enough into prevention.

Uganda's Minister of Health, Jim Muhwezi, said more than 70,000 HIV-
positive people were currently accessing anti-AIDS drugs, surpassing
the target of having 60,000 on ARVs by 2005.

Alisalad maintained that prevention has not
been forgotten, but attention has been
diverted to treatment to achieve the United
Nations target of three million HIV/AIDS
sufferers globally receiving ARVs by 2005 -
known as '3 by 5'.

He feared that focusing too much attention on treatment was akin to
closing the stable door after the horse had bolted. "Even with all the
money being poured into the treatment of HIV, we still only have half of
those who require ARVs in Uganda receiving antiretroviral drugs."

[ This report does not necessarily reflect the views of the United Nations
]
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